
NZMEB Piano Duet Syllabus 2018 - 2022  
 

  

 

Contents 
 

 
NZMEB SYLLABUS FOR Performance  and Standard Piano  

 
Examination Music ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ...........  2 
Extra Repertoire List for Performance Syllabus: Samples of entrantôs work for the year ................................ ................................ .......  2 
Co-requisites ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ...................  2 
Instruments to be used  ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ....  2 
Entrants changing from Performance to Standard ................................ ................................ ................................ ..............................  2 
Syllabus Repertoire for Standard Examinations ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .. 2 
CRITERIA ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .......................  3 
DESCRIPTORS ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .................  4 
TECHNICAL WORK ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ..........  5 
MUSICIANSHIP ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .............  24 
Chord realisation examples ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ............................  32 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .. 36 
EXAM REPERTOIRE / PIECES: ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ........................  37 

Pre-Preliminary .................................................................................................................................................................................37 
Preliminary ........................................................................................................................................................................................38 
Grade 1 .............................................................................................................................................................................................41 
Grade 2 .............................................................................................................................................................................................44 
Grade 3 .............................................................................................................................................................................................48 
Grade 4 .............................................................................................................................................................................................52 
Grade 5 .............................................................................................................................................................................................56 
Grade 6 .............................................................................................................................................................................................60 
Grade 7 .............................................................................................................................................................................................64 
Grade 8 .............................................................................................................................................................................................68 
Performance Certificate ....................................................................................................................................................................73 
Associate Diploma AMUSNZ .............................................................................................................................................................73 
Licentiate Diploma LMUSNZ .............................................................................................................................................................77 

 

NZMEB SYLLABUS FOR Piano Duet  

 
Examination Music ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .........  81 
Entrants ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ........................  81 
Co-Requisites ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................  81 
Syllabus Repertoire ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ........  81 
CRITERIA ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .....................  82 
DESCRIPTORS ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ...............  83 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ .. 83 
EXAM REPERTOIRE / PIECES: ................................ ................................ ................................ ................................ ........................  84 

Preliminary ........................................................................................................................................................................................84 
Grade One .........................................................................................................................................................................................84 
Grade Two ........................................................................................................................................................................................85 
Grade Three ......................................................................................................................................................................................86 
Grade Four ........................................................................................................................................................................................88 
Grade Five .........................................................................................................................................................................................89 
Grade Six ...........................................................................................................................................................................................90 
Grade Seven ......................................................................................................................................................................................91 
Grade Eight .......................................................................................................................................................................................91 
Performance Certificate ....................................................................................................................................................................92 

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
2 
 

NZMEB SYLLABUS FOR 

Performance and Standard Piano 

 
 
 
In compiling this syllabus, the New Zealand Music Examinations Board has endeavoured to use readily available and affordable editions 
as indicated in the text. The Board has used each book to the fullest extent possi ble, however any edition is acceptable. Editions are 
mentioned solely as a means of identification, and any standard edition will be accepted. 
New Zealand music is available from SOUNZ, the Centre for New Zealand Music, Level 1, 39 Cambridge Terrace, Wellington, 6001. Tel 
04-8018602, Fax 04-801 8604, info@sounz.org.nz. 
 
 

Examination Music  
Entrants may Not  use photocopies for performance (other than for facilitating page turns) in examinations, as this is prohi bited by the 
Copyright Act.  When Entrants enter the examination room they must hand copies of all pieces being performed, to the examiner, together 
with their examination slip.  
Prescribed music for examinations should be purchased from the publishers, sheet music dealers or the internet. Please note that where 
pieces are listed in the Syllabus, the publishers are given mainly as an aid to locating material, and are merely suggestions; other 
authoritative editions of the music will be equally acceptable. 
All pages downloaded from internet sites must be presented at examination including front page/s if any and the computer generated 
invoice showing the name of the purchaser and the name of the internet site the music was purchased from. It is important to note that 
not all music purchased/downloaded for free on the internet complies with international copyright laws. For any queries relating to this 
please contact the office@nzmeb.org.  
 

Extra Repertoire List for Performance Sylla bus: Samples of entrantôs work for the year 
From Grade 1 to Grade 7 all entrants must present other pieces of their choice, as evidence of study beyond those presented for the 
examination. These should be at a similar level to those already in the sylla bus, and may come from the syllabus or from a source other 
than the lists below. Examiners, at their discretion, will ask entrants to demonstrate familiarity with these pieces by performing the whole 
or any part of them during the examination. Entrants must bring an original copy of the music to the ex amination room.  
The following minimum requirements apply: Grade 1 ï one extra piece, Grade 2 to 7 ï two extra pieces 
Entrants should not play repeats in examinations; however, any da capo must be played. 
 

Co-requisite Theory for NZMEB Performance examinations  
Grade 6 Performance:  a Pass is required in Grade 3 Theory  
Grade 7 Performance:  a Pass is required in Grade 4 Theory  
Grade 8 Performance: a Pass is required in Grade 4 Theory 
AMusNZ: a Pass is required in Grade 5 Theory  
LMusNZ: a Pass is required in Grade 6 Theory  
 
For acceptable equivalents, see the Theory syllabus 
Entrants have 36 months in which to complete the co -requisite theory component.  
 
 

Instruments to be used  
Entrants will use acoustic piano, or alternatively may provide their own electronic/digital keyboard, stand and power lead with which to 
sit their exam. Up to Grade 5 it must have a minimum 5 octave range, and full size velocity sensitive keys. From Grade 3 an e xternal 
sustain pedal is necessary. Entrantsô choice of repertoire must fit within the compass of their key board. From Grade 6 onwards keyboards 
must be full size with weighted action velocity sensitive keys of standard size. At the time the entry is made the National Adminis trator 
must be advised of the entrantôs intention to use their own key board. 
 
 

Entrants changing from Performance to Standard  
Entrants in Performance are permitted to swap to the Standard syllabus by presenting three pieces by different composers two of which 
must be in the Performance syllabus of the same grade. The third piece may be an own choice piece and should be at a similar level to 
those already in the syllabus. Entrants should advise the examiner of the change when they enter the examination room and mark the 
appropriate box on their examination slip.  
 
 

Sylla bus Repertoire for Standard Examinations  
Entrants must perform three works two of which must be selected from the prescribed NZMEB list(s). One alternative ñown choiceò work 
may be substituted and should be at a similar level to those already in the sylla bus. 
No more than one composition by a specific composer may be presented during the examination.  It is recommended that Entrants from 
Grades 1 to 8 include pieces from at least two different musical periods, contrasting in both style and tempi  in their programme.  
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CRITERIA  

 
 

Introductory Level (Preliminary to Grade 2) and Level 1 ( Grade 3 )  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all introductory and level 1 entrants. 

Ɇ Comfortable and well-balanced seating position  

Ɇ Appropriate hand and finger shape 
 

Beginning to acquire:  

Ɇ Independent articulation of the fingers  

Ɇ Smooth passing of the thumb in scales 

Ɇ Systematic fingering in scales 

Ɇ Fingering of broken chords as specified 

Ɇ Accurate and prompt performance from memory of all technical work  

Ɇ Performance of the technical work at the minimum tempo or faster  

Ɇ Awareness of underlying pulse in the pieces 

Ɇ Awareness of the dynamic range of the piano 

Ɇ Accurate and fluent performance of pieces 

Ɇ Awareness and control of dynamics, tempo and touch 

 

Level 2 - Grades 4 and 5  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all level 2 entrants. 

Ɇ Comfortable and well-balanced seating position 

Ɇ Appropriate hand and finger shape 
 

Technical facility, sufficient to allow:  

Ɇ Developing independent articulation of the fingers  

Ɇ Smooth passing of the thumb 

Ɇ Rhythmic stability 

Ɇ Systematic fingering in scales and arpeggios 

Ɇ Developing controlled co-ordination of the hands  

Ɇ Controlled, clear, even legato touch and tone 

Ɇ Accurate and prompt performance from memory of all technical work  

Ɇ at the minimum tempo or faster  

Ɇ A developing sense of pulse to allow accurate performance of rhythmic figures 

Ɇ Accurate and fluent performance of pieces through controlled touch and tone  

Ɇ Awareness and control of dynamics, tempo and touch 

Ɇ The ability to articulate legato and staccato textures as required  

Ɇ Awareness of Phrasing 

 

Level 3 - Grade 6  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all level 3 entrants. 

Ɇ Comfortable and well-balanced seating position 

Ɇ Appropriate hand and finger shape 
 

Technical facility, to allow:  
Ɇ Accurate and prompt performance from memory of all technical work at the minimum tempo or faster  

Ɇ Systematic fingering in technical work 

Ɇ Independent articulation of the fingers  

Ɇ Controlled co-ordination of the hands  

Ɇ A well-developed sense of pulse to allow accurate performance of rhythmic figures. 

Ɇ Increased control of variations in tempo, tone and touch  

Ɇ Increased control of variations in the tonal balance between the hands 

Ɇ A developing sense of phrasing, style and ornamentation as appropriate to each musical period. 

Ɇ Developing legato pedalling technique. 

 

Leve l 4 - Grades 7, 8 and Performance  Certificate  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all level 4 entrants. 

In addition to those criteria at level 1, 2, & 3 the entrants will demonstrate:  

Ɇ Accurate and fluent performance throughout  

Ɇ Rhythmic stability and vitality  

Ɇ A full exploration of the dynamic range of the instrument.  

Ɇ A confident projection of the style and character of chosen works  

Ɇ Sensitivity to subtleties of nuance, rubato and ornamentation 

Ɇ A reliable pedal technique, showing a well developed aural awareness. 
 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
4 
 

 
 

Level 5 - Associate Diploma  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all level 5 entrants. 

Ɇ understanding of the works as to their structure, musical content and their particular character  

Ɇ technical and stylistic mastery leading to a coherent, expressive performance 

Ɇ command of special effects appropriate to the instrument  

Ɇ ability to differentiate between a broad range of musical styles 

Ɇ a developing sense of professional presentation, with attention to posture, appearance and normal performance conventions 
 

Level 7 - Licentiate Diploma  
Learners will carry out processes that require a command of wide ranging highly specialised technical skills involving a wide choice of 
standard and non-standard procedures often in non-standard combinations. They are employed in highly variable routine and non-routine 
contexts. The learning demands employ a specialist knowledge base with depth in more than one area, employing the analysis and 
evaluation of a wide range of information and the formulation of appropriate responses to resolve both concrete and abstract problems. 
Learners have full responsibility in managing the learning processes and complete accountability for determining and achieving personal 
outcomes within broad parameters for defined activities.  
Examiners will use these criteria in assessing all level 7 entrants. 

Ɇ their ability to build a varied and coherent programme worthy of pu blic performance 

Ɇ understanding of the works as to their structure, musical content and their particular character  

Ɇ technical and stylistic mastery leading to a coherent, expressive performance 

 
 
 

DESCRIPTORS 

 
Introductory Level (Preliminary to Grade 2) and Level 1  (Grade 3 ) 
Processes are limited in range, repetitive and familiar, employing recall and a narrow range of knowledge and cognitive skill s. These are 
applied in activities which are closely supervised by the teacher. 
 
Level 2 -  Grades 4 and 5  
Processes are moderate in range, established and familiar, employing basic operational skills using readily available information. These 
are applied in directed activities which are supervised by the teacher. Learners have some responsibility for quantity and quality.  
 
Level 3 -  Grade 6  
Processes require a range of developing skills within a range of familiar contexts. These are applied using relevant theoretical knowledge, 
interpretative skills, discretion and judgment within a range of known responses to familiar pro blems. Although activities are directed by 
the teacher, learners have significant responsibility for the quantity and quality of output.  
 
Leve l 4 -  Grades 7, 8 and Performance  Certificate  
Processes require a wide range of technical skills involving a considerable choice of procedures in a variety of familiar and  unfamiliar 
contexts. The learning demands a broad knowledge base incorporating some theoretical concepts and analytical interpretation of 
information. The learning demand requires informed judgment within a range of innovative responses to concrete but often unfamiliar 
problems. Learners have complete responsibility for the quantity and quality of output under broad guidance and evaluation from their 
teacher. 
 
Level 5 ï Associate Diploma  
Processes require a wide range of specialised technical skills involving a wide choice of standard and non-standard procedures in a variety 
of routine and non -routine contexts. The learning demands a broad knowledge base with substantial depth in some areas, employing 
analytical interpretation and the determination of appropriate methods and procedures in response to a range of concrete pro blems, with 
some theoretical elements. Learners have full responsibility for the nature, quantity and quality of outcom es under broad general 
guidelines in self directed and sometimes directive activity. 
 
Level 7 ï Licentiate Diploma  
Learners will carry out processes that require a command of wide ranging highly specialised technical skills involving a wide choice of 
standard and non-standard procedures often in non-standard combinations. They are employed in highly variable routine and non-routine 
contexts. The learning demands employ a specialist knowledge base with depth in more than one area, employing the analysis and 
evaluation of a wide range of information and the formulation of appropriate responses to resolve both concrete and abstract problems. 
Learners have full responsibility in managing the learning processes and complete accountability for determining and achieving personal 
outcomes within broad parameters for defined activities 
 
There are four components to every grade exam, these are:  
 

1. Technical work; this will cover a range of scales with various articulations, arpeggios, dominant 7ths and diminished 7ths . 
2. The performances of your chosen Repertoire; it is recommended to include pieces from different musical periods, contrasting in 

both style and tempi in their programme.  
3. Musicianship; this includes exercises related to pitch and rhythm, and a sight-reading exercise. Examples of all these can be found 

on our website. 
4. Musical Knowledge; in examinations examiners will ask entrants questions on aspects of their chosen programme.   

 
Please refer to specific grade regarding the ranges and extent of information required for each grade.   
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TECHNICAL WORK  
 

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
6 
 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
7 
 

  



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
8 
 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
9 
 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
10  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
11  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
12  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
13  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
14  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
15  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
16  

 



NZMEB Piano Syllabus  

 
17  

 
























































































































































